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Housing Affordability - Has the Labor Party been Listening? 
 

Victorians will be watching the State Labor Party‟s campaign launch tomorrow to see if they have been 
listening to the community‟s concerns about housing affordability. 
 
After launching the $500K „Is Anybody Listening?‟ housing affordability campaign last week, 
Association Executive Director Brian Welch said he hoped to see a comprehensive plan on how the 
Labor Party intended to tackle Victoria‟s housing affordability crisis. 
 
“There are seven key issues Victorians are demanding action on – rising stamp duty costs, restrictive 
land release, poor planning, excessive red tape, soaring taxes, costly government regulations and 
escalating council levies,” said Mr Welch. 
 
“Ordinary Victorians are tired of seeing their housing choices disappear before their very eyes. 
 
“Unless Victoria‟s housing affordability crisis is addressed soon, home ownership will only be a dream 
for the wealthy. 
 
“Our two-week campaign has garnered some amazing community support, but we‟re yet to see a 
comprehensive plan on how our leaders will tackle this crisis.  
 
“Last week‟s Labor Party announcement of a $38 million adjustment to the Pensioner Stamp Duty 
Concession threshold was a good start, but more aggressive tax relief is required. 
  
“A $5,000 Stamp Duty cut for all Victorian homes valued under $468,500 would make a real difference 
for aspiring homebuyers. 
 
“Master Builders would like the Labor Party to commit to timely reviews of Victoria‟s land supply in 
metropolitan and regional areas. It is essential that Victoria has enough residential land to affordably 
manage our population growth. 
 
“Cuts to the red tape burden and a serious overhaul of the planning system are also key priorities. 
Residential planning permits currently take 18 weeks to secure, adding thousands to housing costs. 
 
 “Victorian builders will also be looking for commitments from the Labor Party to reduce the 
government‟s unhealthy dependence upon property taxes like land tax, GAIC, council levies and 
stamp duty. 
 
“The community wants action on Victoria‟s deteriorating housing choices – Is anybody listening?” 
 
The Master Builders campaign website www.isanybodylistening.com.au provides info about our 
campaign and the causes of Victoria‟s housing affordability crisis. 
 

  

http://www.isanybodylistening.com.au/

