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EMBARGOED - 9.30PM 12/06/09
Building Excellence in North East Victoria

Two of North Eastern Victoria’s best builders have been recognised for exceptional quality in construction Victoria’s peak building industry body.  

Master Builders named Browns Wangaratta the region’s Commercial Builder of the Year for the Stage 1 New Senior School, Wangaratta High School, while B & H Homes were recognised as the region’s Residential Builder of the Year for a home at Wirlinga.

Master Builders Executive Director, Brian Welch, said entrants in the association’s North East Regional Building Awards were of an exceptional standard.  

The winners have used the best of the new and the old – Wangaratta High School with the latest in green building, while the residential project has incorporated period style architecture.
“I congratulate all entrants for upholding the quality in construction which our industry can be proud,” Mr Welch said.

“Customers in North East Victoria can approach all the builders recognised in these awards with confidence – knowing their work has been measured against the highest possible standards.”
About the winners:
Regional Commercial Builder of the Year – Browns Wangaratta
Stage 1 New Senior School, Wangaratta High School

There are many environmentally sustainable design features in this new Senior School project including efficient use of natural light, double glazed windows, and upgraded levels of insulation, high volume ceiling fans and a building management system to control efficient use of power. Insulation was installed under the slab providing better use of it as a thermal mass both heating and cooling the building. Hydronic pipes inside the slab heat and cool the building using only about 25 per cent of the electricity normally required for a building of this size. Topsoils was stockpiled and reused later with added mulch to the landscaping and all construction waste was sorted and, where possible, recycled.

Regional Residential Builder of the Year – B & H Homes
Residential project, Wirlinga:
Located on a rural property this individually designed home replaces an original soldier settler’s residence with a stunning five-bedroom plus guest room residence. The clients’ passion for period style architecture was incorporated in the home’s design along with the needs of a modern growing family and a busy professional lifestyle. The building challenges included a classic Victorian façade with wide tiled verandahs, high-pitched rooflines, large rooms throughout, emphasis on modern technology, premium fixtures and fittings, maximum energy efficiency and practical floor plan. The result is a magnificent home so successfully incorporated into the established gardens it appears to have been built a century ago.
2009 Master Builders Regional Building Awards

North East - Winners

Regional Residential Builder of the Year – North East

B & H Homes

Wirlinga

Regional Commercial Builder of the Year

Browns Wangaratta

Wangaratta High School, Stage 1 New Senior School, Wangaratta

Best Display Home $200,000 - $300,000

Hadar Homes

The Thornley 342

364 Beechworth Road, Wodonga

Best Display Home $300,000 - $400,000

Hedger Constructions Pty Ltd

The Oswald

31 Oswald Avenue, Alexandra

Best Display Home $400,000 - $500,000

G J Gardner Homes

Alava 400

2 Canterbury Road, Shepparton

Best Custom Home Under $200,000

Dennis Family Homes

Shepparton

Best Custom Home $200,000 - $300,000

Dennis Family Homes

Mooroopna

Best Custom Home $300,000 - $400,000

Dennis Family Homes

Kialla

Best Custom Home $400,000 - $500,000

Scott James Builder

North Albury

Best Custom Home Over $500,000

B & H Homes

Wirlinga

Best Custom Home Over $500,000

Cronin Construction (Special Commendation)

Yarck

Best Multi Unit Development – up to 3 units

Garry Morgan & Co Pty Ltd

Rutherglen

Best Multi Unit Development – 4 to 12 units

Browns Wangaratta

Falls Creek

Best Sustainable Energy Home

Ovens & King Earth Builders

Whifield

Best Sustainable Energy Project

Browns Wangaratta

Wangaratta High School, Stage 1 New Senior School, Wangaratta

Best Commercial/Industrial Project Under $1M 

Diverse Builders Pty Ltd

Diverse Builders Office & Showroom, Numurkah

Best Commercial/Industrial Project $1M - $3M

Magi-Build Building Contractors

Albury Regional Emergency Management Centre, Albury

Best Commercial/Industrial Project Over $3M

Browns Wangaratta

Wangaratta High School, Stage 1 New Senior School, Wangaratta

Best Commercial/Industrial Project Over $3M

Ultimate Design & Build Pty Ltd (Special Commendation)

The Trotman Building, Wodonga
















Further information: 
Brian Welch, Executive Director, 0411 501 075
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Greg Haraldson, Media Adviser, 0438 427 766
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