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Victoria’s competitive advantage ‘wasting’ away
Victoria desperately needs a second soil waste disposal site as the cost of storing contaminated soil soars, impacting on the viability of construction projects in Victoria.
Outlined in the Master Builders Pre-budget Submission, two decades of increased building activity and the lack of investment in waste storage facilities have seen the cost of storing contaminated soil rise between 169 and 862 per cent in just two years.
Master Builders Executive Director, Brian Welch, said cost increases are making several bankable commercial projects unviable.
“Melbourne’s capacity to store soil is inadequate. Developers who build where on-site soil treatment is not viable must utilise Victoria’s only prescribed industrial waste site, Lyndhurst Landfill,” Mr Welch said.

“In order to maintain Victoria’s competitiveness in construction, the State Government must begin planning for a second Contaminated Soil Waste Storage Site,” he said.

“We are also calling on the State Government to review the regulations governing the storage of contaminated soils on-site to better incorporate the latest developments in waste technology.

“The development of existing urban sites is considerably more expensive than in other States due to the historical nature of Victoria’s industrialisation and the high proportion of naturally occurring arsenic in our soil.   

“Compounding this disadvantage is our soil’s high clay component which undermines the effectiveness of modern on-site soil treatment technologies such as soil washing.
“If Victoria is to emerge from the current building downturn earlier than other Australian States, it must begin planning for the recovery now.”

Levies for Prescribed Industrial Waste Disposed to Victorian Landfill 2007-08
	Prescribed industrial waste disposed to landfill
	($/t) 30/06/07
	($/t) 01/07/07
	($/t) 01/07/08

	Cat C (Low hazard from contaminated soils)
	 $26.00 
	 $50.00 
	 $70.00 

	Cat B (Contaminated soils) 
	 $26.00 
	 $130.00 
	 $250.00 


Master Builders Pre-budget submission can be viewed at www.mbav.com.au 
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