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World Toilet Day - Time to flush the old toilet policy
Today is World Toilet Day, and Victoria’s peak building industry body, the Master Builders Association, has called on the State Government to make dual flush cisterns mandatory for all Victorian homes, saving over eight billion litres of water each year.  
Master Builders Executive Director, Brian Welch, said there are almost 230,000 homes in Victoria which do not operate dual-flush toilets.

“Master Builders is calling on the Government to flush its old thinking and make the installation of dual-flush toilets a pre-sale condition for all Victorian homes,” said Mr Welch.  

“With dam levels critically low, it is vital that Victorian homes become as water-efficient as possible.  The possibility of Stage Four water restrictions mean we must do more to preserve our existing water resources.
“Victorian homes change hands every seven years, so these measures can flow through the community relatively quickly and at minimum cost.  
“Retrofitting existing homes represents the most cost effective method for improving Victoria’s wasteful and inefficient water consumption habits.

“New homes are currently required to meet Five Star sustainability standards which require dual flush toilet installation. 
“It is time to flush Victoria’s old toilet policy down the drain and replace it with one better suited to the 21st century.”

Potential savings:

· 230,000 homes have single flush toilets*;
· Dual-flush toilets use 3 to 4.5 litres per flush, compared with 11 to 13 litres with single-flush;
· With dual-flush conversion, potential annual water saving of 35,000 litres per household;
· Total potential water savings: 230,000 homes x 35,000 litres = 8.05 billion litre saving; and,
· Cost: $200-$1000 per unit

ENDS
* Figure drawn from the State Government’s Green Light Report which indicates that 12per cent of homes still use single flush toilets. 















Further information: 
Brian Welch, Executive Director, 0411 501 075

Media enquiries: 
Greg Haraldson, Media Adviser, 0438 427 766 gharaldson@mbav.com.au
www.mbav.com.au

2

