Safe Work Method Statement
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	NOTE: Work must be performed in accordance with this SWMS.  This SWMS must be kept and be available for inspection until the high-risk construction work to which this SWMS relates is completed.  If the SWMS is revised, all versions should be kept.  If a notifiable incident occurs in relation to the high-risk construction work in this SWMS, the SWMS must be kept for at least 2 years from the date of the notifiable incident.


	(PCBU Name, ABN, Office Address and Phone)
	Principal Contractor (PC)
	(Name, ABN, Office Address)

	Works Manager: 

Contact phone:
	
	Date SWMS provided to PC:
	

	Work activity:
	Bricklaying
	Workplace location:
	

	High risk construction work: 
	X Risk of a person falling more than 2 metres
	(  Work on a telecommunication tower
	(  Demolition of load-bearing structure

	
	(  Likely to involve disturbing asbestos
	X Temporary load-bearing support for structural alterations or repairs
	(  Work in or near a confined space

	
	(  Work in or near a shaft or trench deeper than 1.5 m or a tunnel
	(  Use of explosives
	(  Work on or near pressurised gas mains or piping

	
	(  Work on or near chemical, fuel or refrigerant lines
	(  Work on or near energised electrical installations or services
	(  Work in an area that may have a contaminated or flammable atmosphere

	
	(  Tilt-up or precast concrete elements
	 (   Work on, in or adjacent to a road, railway, shipping lane or other traffic corridor in use by traffic other than pedestrians
	(  Work in an area with movement of powered mobile plant

	
	(  Work in areas with artificial extremes of temperature
	(  Work in or near water or other liquid that involves a risk of drowning
	(  Diving work

	Have workers been consulted about the SWMS?

Note: Consultation with Health and Safety Representatives (HSRs) should be undertaken where there is an HSR at a workplace
	(  YES    (  NO  


	Person/s responsible for ensuring compliance with SWMS:
	
	Date SWMS received:
	

	What measures are in place to ensure compliance with the SWMS?
	

	Person responsible for reviewing SWMS control measures:
	
	Date SWMS received by reviewer:
	

	How will the SWMS control measures be reviewed?
	

	Review date:
	
	Reviewer’s signature:
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What are the tasks involved?  
	What are the hazards and risks?
	What are the control measures?

	List the work tasks in a logical order.
	Identify the hazards and risks that may cause harm to workers or the public. 
	Describe what will be done to control the risk. What will you do to make the activity as safe as possible? 

	Ensuring competent person and supervision
	Workers lacking experience or competence increase risk of all hazards associated with the task
	This SWMS sets out safe system for competent Bricklayers or other workers (E.g.: trades assistants, apprentices, labourers) under supervision of a Bricklayer or competent person

	Position mixers and saws
	Manual handling -Musculoskeletal Injuries
	Use wheels and handles if provided for mechanical advantage

Only lift within own capacity and use two person move/lift if required

Position mixers and saws on stable ground and close to work area



	Position bricks, blocks and other materials to work area
	Manual handling – Musculoskeletal injuries.
	· Do not overload wheelbarrows and ensure load is even. Keep path for wheelbarrow clear & even.

· Rotate tasks to reduce exposure and prevent repetitive strain injuries

	
	Hazardous Substances – skin and eye irritation.

Dust – respiratory damage.
	Provide MSDS for hazardous substances

· Wear eye protection, gloves and respirator or P2 dust mask

· Wash affected skin immediately if in contact with hazardous substances

· If ingest seek immediate first aid



	Mixing mortar (manual)
adding and mixing additives to mortar.
	Manual Handling – back and muscle strain

Electricity – electric shock.
	· Use two people and/or ramps to lift mixer to/from site.

· Use 20kg bags of cement where possible.

Use correct manual handling techniques for lifting.

	
	Dust – respiratory damage.
	Ensure PPE is worn at all times which includes eye protection, gloves and respirator/ P2 dust mask

Provide MSDS and follow recommendations for use, storage and first aid
Rotate tasks to reduce exposure and prevent repetitive strain injuries

	Mixing mortar using electric mixer
Loading and Operating
	Electricity – electric shock – cuts Noise –hearing loss

debris – eye injuries

Dust – respiratory damage

Manual Handling – Musculoskeletal injuries
	· Ensure PPE is worn at all times which includes eye protection, gloves, respirator/ P2 dust mask 
· Keep work areas surrounding brick and block saws free of waste material.

Rotate tasks to reduce exposure and prevent repetitive strain injuries

	Position bricks, blocks and other materials to work area
	Manual handling – Musculoskeletal injuries
	· Do not overload wheelbarrows and ensure load is even. Keep path for wheelbarrow clear & even.

· Rotate tasks to prevent repetitive strain injuries.

	Cutting bricks and blocks using electric brick and block saws
	Electricity –Electric shock 

Cuts
Noise – hearing damage 
Debris – eye injuries

Dust – respiratory damage
	· Wear eye and hearing protection.

· Keep work area free of waste material.

Wet down materials to alleviate dust.

	Use of bolster or hammer
	Manual handling/ Impact injuries –Musculoskeletal injuries
	Use strike guards on bolsters

Rotate tasks to reduce exposure and prevent repetitive strain injuries

	Laying bricks and blocks
	Cuts, abrasions and impact injuries.

Falling bricks, blocks or other object.

Wall collapse

Falling from height
	· Use correct tool for the task.

· Check tools are in good working order.

· Overhead protection to be in place for all edge work bordering public thoroughfares.

· Green walls not to exceed 1.8m or six times its thickness (whichever is the greater height) without additional support
· Guard rail to be in place for all platforms above 1.8m. Overhead work is not to take place unless adequate scaffolding is erected on both sides of the wall

	Erecting trestles
	Fall from height
	Erect trestle in accordance with manufacturers recommendations
Erect guardrails and stabilisers/outriggers for platform greater than 1.8m

	Erecting scaffold
	Fall from height/Scaffold Collapse
	Complete requirements of a separate scaffold SWMS

	Inserting steel inside blocks
	Cuts and abrasions
	Wear gloves if sharp edges present

	Cleaning out bricks and blocks
	Hazardous substances – skin and eye irritation.
	Provide MSDS for hazardous substances.

· Wear gloves and eye protection.

	Work site clean up
	Manual handling – Musculoskeletal injuries

Trips and falls on debris
	· Use wheelbarrows to remove debris.

· Site clean-up will be undertaken daily to prevent debris build up.

· Use correct manual handling techniques, only lift, push or pull to the extent worker deems appropriate to their own capacity.

	Rain/ Wind management (if applicable)
	Wall collapse
	Cover wall with waterproofing covering 

Free standing walls to be braced in gale winds.

	Working in areas with other trades
	Collision with EWPs, incoming deliveries, general untidiness.
	Consult with other trades around the area;
Establish exclusion zone if deemed required

	Working on scaffold/trestle under 1.8m
	Trestle/Scaffold collapse

Fall
	Ensure trestle/scaffold is set up on level surface or has sloe boards to ensure stability

Ensure scaffold is braced and fully decked out to rating required for materials ands workers using the scaffold

	Use of brick elevator
	Falling objects from height when elevator loaded or in use.
	Never stand or work under an operating elevator
Keep hands and other body parts clear of pinch or shear points

Ensure testing, tagging and in date

Do not remove any guarding

Report any equipment faults

	Using scaffold
	Fall from heights
	Check scaff-tag & working platforms before use



	
	Falling objects
	Ensure all fall hazards are protected by handrail and if required brick guards

	
	Overloading
	Ensure scaffold is loaded with materials and persons only within rating per bay loading.

	
	Slips, trips & falls
	Do not stack bricks higher than handrail or brick guard. 

Do not alter scaffold 

Remove waste regularly and place in designated waste collection area

	
	
	


	Name of Worker/s 
	Worker signature/s

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Date SWMS received by workers
	


PLEASE NOTE: It may be necessary to use more than one page to complete an adequate safe work method statement (SWMS).


